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_____About The NNPA National Leadership Awards ﬂ}i The Black Press of America

he NNPA National Leadership Awards Reception
began in 2014 to salute and honor individuals
who are national leaders in their specific fields
and whose actions have helped to improve the
quality of life for African Americans and others.
The producers of the NNPA National Leadership
Awards Reception decided that the best time to
host such an awards reception would be during
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation An-
nual Legislative Conference (CBCF ALC) week-
long schedule of events in the month of Septem-
ber of each year.

The CBCF ALC week is the largest annual gather-
ing in the U.S. of 15 to 20 thousand African Amer-
ican leaders and influencers. The underlying joint
purpose of the CBCF ALC and the NNPA National
Leadership Awards Reception is to network, col-
laborate and strategize collectively for the ad-
vancement and empowerment of Black America.
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__ Welcome Greetings - NNPA Board Chair s

reetings NNPA Publishers, Sponsors and
Guests,

As the Chair of the National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association (NNPA), | would like to welcome
you to the Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership
Awards Reception that takes place during the
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual
Legislative Conference.

This is one of the NNPA's most highly-anticipated
events and we are excited to honor several dis-
tinguished individuals and national leaders who
have shown great courage in the struggle for free-
dom and justice.

This year we are “Saluting Excellence and Inno-
vative Leadership in Black America” by giving
awards to those who have demonstrated leader-
ship in the Black community and in support of the
Black Press of America.

The Black Press of America

pEN=E

\

As we celebrate 194 years of the Black Press, our
publishers and members have a revitalized enthu-
siasm to continue pressing forward as the record-
ers of our history.

| would like to thank our Sponsors for helping us
make this year’s event a huge success.

We have come a long way, but we have so much
more of an impact to make. We plan to do that
and we are excited about it because...........

We are the NNPA...The Original Black Press...The
Black Press of America!

Sincerely,

Kerume Qs QR

Karen Carter Richards

NNPA Chairman

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021
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NNPA Executive Committee

Karen Carter Richards Janis L. Ware Fran Farrer Jackie Hampton Brenda H. Andrews
Chair First Vice Chair Second Vice Chair Secretary Treasurer
Publisher, Houston Forward Times Publisher, The Atlanta Voice Publisher, The County News Publisher, The Mississippi Link Publisher, New Journal and Guide

NNPA Board Members

Calvin Anderson Cloves C. Campbell Frances Draper Hiram E. Jackson
Publisher, New Tri-State Publisher, Arizona Informant Publisher, The Afro American CEO, Real Times Media
Defender Newspaper (Baltimore and DC)

_—

—

Terry Jones Naba'a Muhammad Rosetta Miller Perry
Publisher, New Orleans Data Publisher, Final Call Publisher, Tennessee Tribune Publisher, Texas Metro News,
Weekly Garland Journal, I-Messenger

John Warren James A. Washington Kerri Watkins Walter White
Parliamentarian Director At-Large Publisher, Afro Times Director At-Large
Publisher, San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Publisher, Dallas Weekly Publisher, Dayton Defender

Ex-Officio Member

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
President and CEO
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______Welcome Greetings — NNPA Fund Chair oo

ear NNPA Publishers, Corporate
Partners, Sponsors and Guests:

As chairman of the National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association Fund, it is my distinct pleasure
to join my friends and colleagues at The Virtual
2021 National Leadership Awards Reception.

As in previous years, we reserve this moment to
reflect on the blessing of leadership — and on
those courageous activists who heartily accept
that mantle on behalf of freedom, equity and
opportunity for disenfranchised peoples every-
where.

The activists we honor today are more than just
leaders in politics and health and religion and ath-
letics. They are, in effect, beacons for all of Black
America, exemplifying the kind of passion for jus-

The Black Press of America

tice and commitment to service to which we all
should aspire.

That's why it is critical that, as we gather to cele-
brate this year's awardees, we honor their service
by pledging a renewed commitment to the fight
they are waging and leading on our collective be-
half.

Let's do more than just “Salute Excellence and In-
novative Leadership in Black America” — let’s suit
up and meet on the battlefield.

Sincerely,

Pluria Marshall Jr.

Chairman | NNPA Fund

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021
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NNPA Fund Executive Officers

Pluria Marshall, Jr. Jayme Cain Casimere
NNPAF, Chairman NNPAF Treasurer
Publisher, Wave Community Publisher, The Times Weekly

Newspaper Group

NNPAF Board of Directors

Brenda H. Andrews Fran Farrer Shirley Gray Jackie Hampton
NNPA Executive Committee NNPA Executive Committee Publisher, Dallas Post Tribune NNPA Executive Committee
Publisher, New Journal and Guide Publisher, The County News Publisher, The Mississippi Link

Dirck Hargraves Karen Carter Richards Sonya Ross Janis L. Ware
President & CEO NNPA Executive Committee Founder & Editor in Chief, Black NNPA Executive Committee
Ascendant Strategies Publisher, Houston Forward Times Women Unmuted Publisher, The Atlanta Voice

Kerri Watkins Trennie L. Williams
Publisher, Afro Times Region 2
Publisher, Memphis Silver Star

Ex-Officio Member

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
NNPA President and CEO
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n behalf of the National Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA), we welcome you to the Vir-
tual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Re-
ception. We are convening at a challenging time
for Black America during the continued devastat-
ing impact of COVID-19 and its variants on our
families, communities, and businesses.

Our dedicated 230 active member publishers of the
NNPA remain on the frontline of informing Black
America with fortitude, commitment, service, and
perseverance. Under the distinguished leadership
of NNPA Chair Karen Richards, the NNPA contin-
ues to make progress as the largest and oldest na-
tional trade association of the Black Press.

During the past 194 years the Black Press of
America has always had to rise to the occasion to
not only report the news, but also to be the “trust-
ed” clarion voice for freedom, justice, and equal-
ity. We join millions of people this week to sa-
lute the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) on its
virtual 50th Annual Legislative Conference (ALC)
under the theme: “Black Excellence Unparalleled:
Pressing Onward in Power.”

We are also convening virtually because of the
pandemic. Yet, we are grateful for the opportunity

—Welcome Greetings - NNPA PreSident and CEO ﬂ\:%::A The Black Press of America

PN

to use technology to achieve our mission, and to
pause to present well-deserved awards to African
American leaders who have made an outstanding
contribution in helping to improve the quality of
life in Black America and for all who have been
impacted by systemic racism and injustice.

The theme of our 2021 National Leadership
Awards Reception is “Saluting Excellence and
Innovative Leadership in Black America.” We ac-
knowledge and pay tribute to these leaders who
continue to make a positive and transformative
difference in the communities that the NNPA
serves across the United States.

The NNPA especially thank our corporate part-
ners, sponsors, advertisers, and supporters for
helping to make this annual event possible this
year. Yes, we will continue to publish and speak
truth to power as we press forward to make the
nation and world a better place.

Sincerely,

D Bergjrmin Fo Chrowis F.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
NNPA President and CEO

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021




_____Welcome from NNPA Convention and o
Planning Committee Chair

n behalf of the NNPA Convention and Planning
Committee, we are very pleased to welcome you
to the Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership
Awards Reception. Although our nation continues
to face serious consequences from the COVID-19
pandemic, we are thankful for the opportunity to
be together virtually.

Personally, | want to express my gratitude to ev-
eryone who have extended prayers and various
forms of support to our communities and families
in Louisiana and other states that have been dev-
astated by Hurricane Hugo. In New Orleans, we
are making strides to recover, and we are thankful
for all your support.

| join with our NNPA Chair Karen Carter Richards,
and with all the members of the NNPA Board of
Directors, in thanking all of the NNPA's corporate
partners, advertisers, sponsors and supporters.
The Black Press of America is alive and progress-
ing even in face of the challenges of today.

This year our national awardees exemplify and

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021
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personify high achievement and excellence in
their respective fields of endeavor and leader-
ship. The theme of this year’s leadership awards
reception is “Saluting Excellence and Innovative
Leadership in Black America.”

We are also pleased to continue to maintain our
strategic alliance with the Congressional Black
Caucus (CBC) as it virtually celebrates its 50th
Annual Legislative Conference (ALC). We all have
to continue to strive to achieve equality and em-
powerment for communities of color and for all
people who cry out for justice and freedom.

We, therefore, again express our appreciation to
you for your support and virtual attendance. 2021
has been a difficult year, but we are hopeful and
optimistic about the future.

Sincerely,

Terey B Fomes

Terry B. Jones

NNPA Convention and Planning Committee Chair
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Region 1

E The Black Press of America

Thomas Watkins
Publisher the Challenge
Group

Region 2

Calvin Anderson
Publisher, New Tri-State
Defender

Region 3

Jan Michele Lemon-Kearney
Publisher, Cincinnati Herald and
Dayton Defender

Region 4

Cheryl Smith
Publisher, Garland Fournal; ‘Texas
Metro News; I-Messenger

Region 5

John Warren
Publisher; San Diego Voice &
Viewpoint
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___ Program Agenda

The Black Press of America

Greetings by Karen Carter Richards,
NNPA Board Chair and Publisher of the Houston Forward Times

Greetings by Terry B. Jones
NNPA Convention Committee Chair and Publisher of the
New Orleans Data News Weekly

Greetings by Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
NNPA President and CEO

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Presentations

Dr. James E. K. Hildreth
Medical Doctor and President and CEO of Meharry Medical College

Ms. Allyson M. Felix
Olympic Gold Medalist and Global Athletic Icon

Dr. Ebony J. Hilton
Medical Doctor and Anesthesiology and Critical Care,
University of Virginia Medical College

The Honorable Cori A. Bush
U.S. Representative (D-MO), 1" District

The Honorable Raphael G. Warnock
U.S. Senator (D-GA)

The Honorable Cory A. Booker
U.S. Senator (D-N¥)
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About the National Newspapers Publishers Association

"THE IN AMERICA
IS MORE RELEVANT THAN EVER”

The National Newspaper Publishers Association is a trade association
representing the Black Press which has chronicled the history and voices of
Black communities for 194 years. Twenty million readers each week get their
news and information from black-owned newspapers that report with
excellence from an African American perspective. Visit the NNPA website
www.nnpa.org for more information on the NNPA.

Celebrating 194 years of Black Press Publishing in America

#BlackPress194yrs
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NNPA
Mid-Winter
Training
Conference

NNPA 2022
Virtual Black
Press Week

NNPA 2021
Annual
Convention

NNPA 2020
National
Leadership
Awards Reception

The Black Press of America

January 19-22, 2022

The Diplomat Beach Resort
3555 South Ocean Drive
Hollywood, FL 33019

March 17-19, 2022

www.virtualnnpa2022.com

June 22-25, 2022

Hilton New Orleans Riverside
Two Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

September 2022
TBD
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U.S. Representative, * District

______The Honorable Cori A. Bush (D-MO)

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awardee

CONGRESSWOMAN Cori Bush is
a registered nurse, community ac-
tivist, organizer, single mother, and
ordained pastor for the people of St.
Louis. Congresswoman Bush is serv-
ing her first term as the representa-
tive of Missouri’s 1st Congressional
District in the United States House of
Representatives. She is the first Black
woman and first nurse to represent
Missouri; the first woman to represent
Missouri’s 1st Congressional District;
and the first activist from the move-
ment fighting for Black lives elected
to the United States Congress.

Congresswoman Bush has lived the
struggles that many in her commu-

nity face. She has personally experi-
enced being unhoused and evicted
and is a survivor of police, sexual,
and domestic violence. She centers
those hardships in her fight for regu-
lar, everyday people. Her mission is to
do the very most for all of the people
of Missouri’s 1st Congressional Dis-
trict—starting with those who have
the very least.

Born andraised in St. Louis, Congress-
woman Bush graduated from Cardi-
nal Ritter College Prep High School
and studied at Harris-Stowe State
University before receiving a nursing
degree from the Lutheran School of
Nursing. She has served her com-
munity for more than a decade as a
nurse, clergy, and childcare worker. A
relentless advocate for the unhoused
community in St. Louis, Congress-
woman Bush has spent years as a
community organizer providing ser-
vices and aid to her unhoused neigh-
bors in the district.

In 2014, following the murder of
Michael Brown Jr. by a now-termi-
nated Ferguson police officer, Con-
gresswoman Bush spent more than
400 days protesting for justice —
leading on the ‘Ferguson Frontline’
as a nurse and clergy. During the
day, Bush was responsible for pro-
viding triage-medical care and re-
sources to the community that wit-
nessed Mike Brown's body laying,
uncovered, for four and a half hours
in the hot St. Louis summer sun. In
the evenings, Bush would return to
march for justice — surviving police
brutality in the process. In the years
following, she continued her activ-
ism as a co-founder of The Truth
Telling Project and as a leader of
the protest group #ExpectUS.

b
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Despite being the daughter of a local
mayor and alderman, Congresswom-
an Bush never intended to run for
office. Following the Ferguson Up-
rising, Bush was asked to run for of-
fice by community leaders. Although
she initially rejected their requests,
she pursued public office because
she could not stand to see her son
or daughter become hashtags of in-
justice without doing all she could to
protect them. She intends to legislate
in defense of Black lives to ensure
no family has to fear that their loved
ones may suffer at the hands of po-
lice. She also intends to center her ex-
perience as a nurse and as someone
who's been uninsured to advance pol-
icies like Medicare For All to guaran-
tee health care as a fundamental right
for everyone.

Congresswoman Bush is the recipi-
ent of the 2015 “Woman of Courage”
Award from the Emmett Till Legacy
Foundation. In June of 2019, she was
selected Top Nurse by the Interna-
tional Nurses Association. In October
of 2020, the Jefferson City NAACP
awarded Congresswoman Bush their
prestigious “Trailblazer Award.” In
November of 2020, she received the
Black Rep’s Frankie Muse Freeman
Spirit Award.

Like our nation’s first Black con-
gresswoman, Shirley Chisholm, Con-
gresswoman Bush is unbought and
unbossed, following a campaign in
which she took no corporate PAC
money. She is accountable only to
the people of Missouri's 1st Con-
gressional District and will do all that
she can to make sure every single
person in her district, in our country,
and around the world lives a decent
life.

18
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_______The Honorable Cory A. Booker (D-NJ)

U.S. Senator

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awardee

CORY grew up in northern New Jer-
sey and received his undergraduate
and master's degree from Stanford
University. At Stanford, Cory played
varsity football, volunteered for the
campus peer counseling center, and
wrote for the student newspaper. He
was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship
and went on to study at the University
of Oxford, and then Yale Law School,
where he graduated in 1997.

Cory moved to Newark after law school
and started a nonprofit organization to
provide legal services for low-income
families, helping tenants take on slum-
lords. In 1998, Cory moved into “Brick
Towers” in Newark, which eventually
became a housing project. Cory lived
there until the housing project was
demolished in 2006. Cory still lives in
Newark’s Central Ward today, where he
sees first-hand many of the challeng-
es he's working to solve in Congress,
such as lack of access to affordable
health care, environmental injustice,
food insecurity, and our broken crimi-
nal justice system.

At 29, Cory was elected to the Newark
City Council, where he challenged the
city's entrenched political machine
and fought to increase economic
security for city residents, expand
access to health care, and improve
public safety.

b

= The Black Press of America
NNPA
\J

Cory served as Newark mayor from
2006 until 2013. During his tenure, the
city experienced economic growth on
a scale not seen since the 1960s. In
addition, under Cory’s leadership,
overall crime declined, affordable
housing and green spaces massively
expanded, city services were made
more efficient, and educational op-
portunities increased.

In October 2013, Cory won a special
election to represent New Jersey in
the United States Senate. In Novem-
ber 2014, he was re-elected to a full
six-year term.

He has emerged as a national leader
in the effort to fix our broken crim-
inal justice system and end mass
incarceration, helping craft the most
sweeping set of criminal justice re-
forms in a generation, the First Step
Act, which became law in December
2018. And he has been a leader in
the Senate in the fight to protect the
Affordable Care Act, while also cham-
pioning proposals to build upon the
law, increase access to care, and low-
er costs.

Cory sits on the Judiciary Committee,
the Foreign Relations Committee, the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry, and the Small Business
Committee.

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021
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_____The Honorable Raphael G. Warnock (D-GA) g, s nercs

U.S. Senator

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awardee

RAPHAEL Gamaliel Warnock is an
American pastor and politician serv-
ing as senior pastor of Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta, and as the
junior United States senator from
Georgia since 2021. A member of the
Democratic Party, he assumed office
on January 20, 2021.

He came to prominence in Georgia
politics as a leading activist in the
campaign to expand Medicaid under
the Affordable Care Act. Warnock
defeated incumbent Kelly Loeffler
in the runoff in Georgia's 2020-21
United States Senate special elec-
tion on January 5, 2021. The same
day, fellow Democrat Jon Ossoff
won the runoff for Georgia’s other
Senate seat against Republican Da-
vid Perdue.

Warnock and Ossoff are the first
Democrats elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate from Georgia since Zell Miller
in 2000. Warnock is the first Afri-
can American to represent Geor-
gia in the Senate and the first Afri-
can-American Democrat elected to
a Senate seat by a former state of
the Confederacy.

Warnock supports expanding the Af-
fordable Care Act and has called for

the passage of the John Lewis Voting
Rights Act. He also supports increasing
COVID-19-relief funding. A proponent
of abortion rights and gay marriage,
he has been endorsed by Planned Par-
enthood. He opposes the concealed
carry of firearms, saying that religious
leaders do not want guns in places of
worship. Warnock has long opposed
the death penalty, having advocated for
death row inmate Troy Davis, who was
executed in 2011 for killing a police of-
ficer despite evidence that supported
his innocence.

In the January 5 runoff election,
Warnock defeated Loeffler with 51%
of the popular vote. With this victo-
ry, he made history by becoming the
first Black senator from Georgia.
On January 7, Loeffler conceded to
Warnock. The election result was
certified on January 19. Unlike Os-
soff, Warnock will have to defend
his seat in 2022, when Isakson's
term was originally set to expire, in
order to win a full 6-year term from
2023 to 2029.

In January 2021, Dr. Warnock became
Georgia’s first Black senator and the
first Black Democrat to represent a
southern state in the United States
Senate.

20
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President and CEO, Meharry Medical College

______Dr. James E. Hildreth

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awardee

JAMES Earl King Hildreth is an Amer-
ican immunologist and academic
administrator. Hildreth serves as the
12th president and chief executive
officer of Meharry Medical College.
Hildreth is credited with groundbreak-
ing work around AIDS and HIV and
was the first African American to hold
a full tenured professorship in basic
research at Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine. Edward D. Miller calls Hil-
dreth “one of the most influential HIV
researchers in the world.”

At Harvard, he studied chemistry
while working as a carpenter to pay
for school. In October 1978 he applied
to be a Rhodes Scholar. He was ac-
cepted into the program. He was the
first African American Rhodes scholar
from Arkansas. He graduated from
Harvard with a degree in chemistry
in 1979, magna cum laude. Later that
year, as a Rhodes scholar, he started
attending Oxford University. He earned
his PhD in immunology in 1982 and in
1987 he earned his medical degree at
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.

After graduating from Johns Hop-
kins, Hildreth started teaching there

b
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and earned tenure, making him the
first African American to earn full-
time tenure in basic sciences at the
university. He eventually became as-
sociate dean at the School of Medi-
cine. In 2005, he started working at
Meharry Medical College. He was
inducted into the Arkansas Black Hall
of Fame in 2009. In 2011, he became
dean of the UC Davis College of Bio-
logical Sciences. The following year,
2012, he was awarded the Frederick
C. Greenwood Award for his work
and research around HIV/AIDS and
African Americans. That same year
he was also awarded the Johns Hop-
kins University Alumni Association’s
Knowledge for the World Award. In
2015, he returned to Meharry Medical
College as the president and chief ex-
ecutive officer.

Dr. Hildreth sat on the FDA Vaccines
and Related Biological Products
Advisory Committee that approved
Covid 19 vaccines for emergency
use. Hildreth was later appointed by
President Biden as a member of the
COVID-19 Health Equity Task Force.
He also sits on the NNPA COVID 19
Task Force.

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021

21




- D r. Ebony H i Ito n’ M D N;’::;“‘ The Black Press of America

Associate Professor of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine, University Of Virginia Medical College

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awardee

Dr. Ebony Jade Hilton Buchholz was born the
middle of three girls in the rural town of Little
Africa, South Carolina. Following a family trag-
edy, at the tender age of 8 years old, she told
her mom she wanted to be a doctor. From that
day forward her mother called her “Dr. Hilton.”
She attributes her entire career and the suc-
cess that followed to that small gesture. She
graduated from Spartanburg High School in
2000 and enrolled at the College of Charles-

ton (CofC). In just 4 short years she graduated
Magnum Cum Laude from CofC with 3 degrees:
two Bachelor of Science degrees in Biochem-
istry and Molecular Biology, and a Bachelor of

Arts in Inorganic Chemistry.

Ebony then began her medical studies at the
Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) and
following graduation in 2008 she continued at
this institution for completion of her Anesthesi-
ology residency and Critical Care fellowship. On
July 1, 2013 she became the 1st African-Ameri-
can female anesthesiologist to be hired at MUSC
since its opening in 1824. Throughout her studies
of health disparities, particularly as it pertains to
race, bridging the gap between physicians and
patients has been her primary focus. In addition
to pioneering medicine, Dr. Hilton is a children’s

book author of the Ava Series, she is a public

speaker and a community activist.
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____ Allyson Felix

American Sprinter

NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awardee

ALLYSON Michelle Felix OLY (born No-
vember 18, 1985) is an American track
and field sprinter. From 2003 to 2013,
Felix specialized in the 200 meters sprint
and gradually shifted to the 400 meters
sprint later in her career. Her racing rep-
ertoire also spans the 100 meters, 4 x
100 meters relay, and 4 x 400 meters
relay. At 200 meters, she is the 2012
Olympic champion, a three-time world
champion (2005-2009), two-time Olym-
pic silver medalist (2004 and 2008), and
onetime 2011 world championship
bronze medalist. At 400 meters, she is
the 2015 world champion, 2011 world
silver medalist, 2016 Olympic silver
medalist, 2017 world bronze medalist,
and 2020 Olympic bronze medalist.

Although individual Olympic glory was
mostly elusive, Felix played a key role
on the United States women's relay
teams, winning six additional Olympic
gold medals: four consecutive medals
at 4 x 400 meters (2008, 2012, 2016,
and 2020), and two at 4 x 100 meters
(2012 and 2016). The 2012 U.S. Olym-
pic 4 x 100 meters team also set the
current women's 4 x 100 meters world
record. Felix is the first female track and
field athlete to ever win seven Olympic
gold medals, one from an individual
event and six from team relays. With

11 total medals from five Olympic ap-
pearances, she is the most decorated
woman in Olympic track and field his-
tory and the most decorated American
track and field athlete in Olympic histo-
ry. Felix is also the most decorated ath-
lete, male or female, in World Athletics
Championships history with 18 career
medals, 7 from individual events and
11 from team relays.

FelixX's 200 meters best of 21.69 sec-
onds from 2012 ranks her seventh on
the all-time list. In the 4 x 400 meters
relay at the 2015 World Championships,
she ran the fastest split ever recorded
by an American woman, and third fast-
est split ever, after Jarmila Kratochvilova
and Marita Koch, at 47.72 seconds. She
is a participant in the US Anti-Doping
Agency's “Project Believe” program. She
is coached by Bobby Kersee.

Felix, along with Alysia Montafio and
Kara Goucher, is credited for stirring
public outcry over Nike's refusal to guar-
antee salary protections for its pregnant
athletes, prompting the sportswear
brand to subsequently expand its ma-
ternal policy in 2019. Two years after her
departure from Nike, the athlete turned
entrepreneur launched her own foot-
wear company, Saysh, in June 2021.

Felix trained during the COVID-19 pan-
demic with the aim of qualifying for
her fifth Olympic Games — her first
as a mom. She completed workouts
on streets, empty soccer fields, and
beaches when quarantine measures
were first enacted in March 2020. In
June 2021, two years after she publi-
cized her contract dispute with Nike,
Felix launched her own footwear com-
pany, Saysh, and began wearing spikes
created by the brand into competitions.
Within the same month, at the Olym-
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pic trials, the 35-year-old American
qualified for the 400 meters individual
event by finishing second with a time of
50.02 seconds, her fastest time since
July 2017 and the masters athletics re-
cord (35-40 age group).

Leading up to the 400 meters final of
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, some doubt-
ed that the Olympic veteran would
stand on the podium for her final indi-
vidual Olympic event, due to her age,
performances at the U.S. Olympic
trials, and semi-final time. Every final-
ist in the 400 meters final ran sub-50
seconds in their semi-final, with Felix
running the second-slowest qualifying
time of 49.89 seconds. Despite the
odds, Felix ran 49.46 seconds in the fi-
nal to claim the bronze medal, her 10th
overall Olympic medal. This accom-
plishment lowered her 400 meter mas-
ters athletics record, tied her with Carl
Lewis as the most decorated American
track and field Olympian, and broke her
tie with Merlene Ottey as the most dec-
orated female track and field Olympian.
Felix concluded her Olympic career
after winning gold in the women's 4 x
400 meters final, alongside a team that
included Sydney McLaughlin, Dalilah
Muhammad, and Athing Mu. This 11th
Olympic medal broke Felix's tie with
Carl Lewis and officially established her
as the most decorated American track
and field athlete in Olympic history.

Allyson Felix is a five-time recipient of
the Jesse Owens/Jackie Joyner Ker-
see Award, an accolade commending
the USATF Athlete of the Year. She
won the award for the first time in
2005, and then again in 2007, 2010,
2012 and 2015. After her success at
the 2012 London Olympics, Felix re-
ceived the 2012 IAAF Female World
Athlete of the Year award.
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African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME)
American Association of Blacks In Energy (AABE)
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Black News Channel
The Impact Network
Minority Media and Telecommunications Council (MMTC)
National Action Network (NAN)
National Association for The Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ)

National Association of Hispanic Publications (NAHP)
National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEQO)
National Association of Real Estate Brokers (NAREB)
National Bar Association
National Pan-Hellenic Council
PGA America
PGA Tours
Rainbow Push Coalition
United Negro College Fund (UNCF)

Zenger News Agency
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_______NNPA Affiliated Newspapers

Alabama
Birmingham Times
Greene County Democrat
Mobile Beacon

Speakin’ Out News

Arizona

Arizona Informant

California

Bakersfield News Observer

California Voice

Compton Bulletin

Inglewood Today

LA Focus on The Word, Inc.

LA Watts Times

Los Angeles Sentinel Newspaper
Oakland Post

Our Weekly LA

Our Weekly - Antelope Valley

Precinct Reporter Group

San Francisco Bay View

San Francisco Sun Reporter

The California Advocate Newspaper
The Pasadena/San Gabriel Valley and LatinoJournal
The Sacramento Observer

The San Bernardino American News
The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint
Tri-County Sentry

Black Voice

Los Angeles Wave - Culver City Star
Los Angeles Wave- East Edition)

Los Angeles Wave - Herald American)
Los Angeles Wave - Los Angeles Independent)
Los Angeles Wave- Lynwood Press)
Los Angeles Wave - Northeast Edition)
Los Angeles Wave - The Press)

Los Angeles Wave - West Edition)

Colorado

Denver Weekly News

b
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Connecticut
The Inner-City News
Inquiring News

District of Columbia
The Afro-American Newspaper (Wash DC)
The Washington Informer

Florida

Capital Outlook
Daytona Times

Florida Courier

Florida Sentinel Bulletin
Florida Star Newspaper
Jacksonville Free Press
Orlando Advocate

The Pensacola Voice
South Florida Times
The Florida Star Newspaper
The Florida Sun

The Miami Times

The Orlando Times, Inc.
Westside Gazette

Georgia

Atlanta Daily World
Atlanta Inquirer
Atlanta Tribune

The Courier Eco Latino
CrossRoads News
Macon Telegraph
Metro Courier
Savannah Herald

The Atlanta Voice

The Columbus Times Newspaper
The Savannah Tribune

Illinois

Chicago Citizen Newspaper (Chatham-Southeast)
Chicago Citizen Newspaper (Weekend Citizen)
Chicago Citizen Newspaper (Hyde Park)

Chicago Citizen Newspaper Group (South Suburban)
Chicago Citizen Newspaper Group (South End Citizen)

20
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Chicago Defender

East St. Louis Monitor
Ebony.com

Muslim Journal

The Chicago Crusader
The Final Call Newspaper
The Windy City Word

The Times Weekly

Indiana

Frost lllustrated

Indiana Herald Newspaper
Indianapolis Recorder

The Gary Crusader

Kentucky

Louisville Defender

Louisiana

New Orleans Data News Weekly
New Orleans Tribune

The Shreveport Sun

The Louisiana Weekly

Maryland

The Annapolis Times

Montgomery County Sentinel

Prince George’s Sentinel

The AFRO American Newspaper (Baltimore)
The Baltimore Times

Michigan

Grand Rapids Time

The Telegram Ecrose
The Michigan Chronicle

Minnesota
Insight News
Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder

b
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Missouri

Kansas City Call

St. Louis Argus

The Kansas City Globe
The St. Louis American

Mississippi
Jackson Advocate
The Mississippi Link

North Carolina
Carolina Call

Fayetteville Press
Greater Diversity News
The Carolina Peacemaker
The Carolina Times

The Charlotte Post

The County News

The Drum

The Triangle Tribune

The Wilmington Journal
Urban News
Winston-Salem Chronicle

Nebraska

The Omaha Star

New Jersey

South Jersey Journal

Jersey City Daily Challenge Newark
Daily Challenge Patterson Passaic
Daily Challenge

New York

Afro Times

Buffalo Criterion

Harlem Community News- Bronx
Harlem Community News- Brooklyn
Harlem Community News

Harlem Community News - Queens
Hudson Valley Press

New York Amsterdam News
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_______NNPA Affiliated Newspapers

New York Beacon

New York Daily Challenge

New American

The New York Carib News

The Westchester County Press

Ohio

Buckeye Review

Call & Post

Ohio CityNews
Columbus Post
Communicator News
Dayton Defender
The Cincinnati Herald
The Reporter

The Sojourner Truth
The Toledo Journal

Oklahoma

Oklahoma Eagle
The Black Chronicle

Oregon
The Portland Observer
The Portland Skanner

Pennsylvania
New Pittsburgh Courier
Philadelphia Observer
Philadelphia Tribune
The Spirit Media Group

South Carolina
The Charleston Chronicle
The Community Times Newspaper

Tennessee

The Christian Recorder/AME Church

Memphis Silver Star News
The Nashville Pride

The New Tri-State Defender
The Tennessee Tribune

b
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Texas

African American News & Issues
A King Size View
African News Digest
The Dallas Examiner
Dallas Weekly
D-Mars.com

East Texas Review
Garland Journal
Houston Defender
Houston Forward Times
Houston Style Magazine
La Vida News

The Black Voice
NOKOA, The Observer
North Dallas Gazette
San Antonio Observer
Southwest Digest
Texas Informer

Texas Metro News

The Dallas Post Tribune
The Villager Newspaper

Virginia
Legacy Newspaper
New Journal & Guide
Richmond Free Press

Washington

The Metro Homemaker
Seattle Medium

The Tacoma True Citizen
The Seattle Skanner

Wisconsin

Milwaukee Community Journal
Milwaukee Courier

The Madison Times Weekly
The Milwaukee Times Weekly

The Black Press of America
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Because great journalism
matters, now more than ever.

History will record the severe disproportionate impact of COVID-19
on the African American community. Great journalists are writing the
first draft of that history today. That’s why we are proud to support
the NNPA and Black Press of America in their work to help journalists

navigate and report on these difficult times.

FACEBOOK
JOURNALISM

facebook.com/journalismproject PROJECT
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Welcome to Community
Energy Center

Welcome to Comnjunity.
Energy Center

Diverse communities not only will be shaped by an evolving energy sector, they will
shape it. Our new website - CommunityEnergyCenter.org - welcomes perspectives
from commentators and journalists from publications in diverse communities to
promote a deeper understanding of how energy and economic matters play a role
in daily life. This new content hub will educate diverse communities to explore job
opportunities and participate in the energy sector’'s growth and vitality.

Visit www.communityenergycenter.org to learn more.

The Community Energy Center, a cooperative with the National Newspaper Publishers Association and
National Association of Hispanic Publications Media, will provide information and perspectives on the
integral role of the energy sector in daily life for American families in a wide range of communities.

Virtual NNPA 2021 National Leadership Awards Reception — September 16, 2021 31




Diversity, Ec
and Inclusic
our founc
for inno

and dri
business fi

Dana Wilson, SVP,
US Operations + Site
Reliability, Peacock

Comcast NBCUniversal is proud to support
The National Newspaper Publishers Association National Leadership Reception
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Insights to grow your
business in 2021

Additional resources

« wellsfargo.com/paycheck
protectionprogram

e wellsfargo.com/coronavirus

o wellsfargoworks.com

Small business owners got through one of the toughest years on record
via ingenuity and grit. To kick off the new year, we're bringing business
owners like you together with a small business coach in a webinar to
talk about lessons learned and ideas for the future. Plus, our Small
Business Resource Center helps you focus on the future, with a mix

of owner insights, expert tips, articles, and worksheets that can help
you move past ideas into action.

Real stories meet action-oriented insights

In addition to spotlighting different businesses, we also go deeper into how
you can rethink your company in 2021, using these five themes as a guide.

« Insights explores what other owners are thinking and planning.
» Business strategy looks at how to build a better business in the “new normal.”

» Connections addresses how to meet the right people to help you get through
the hurdles you may encounter.

» Marketing dives into how, and when, to move on from COVID-19 when talking
to your customers.

« Capital considerations looks at everything from cash flow to financing.

Visit wellsfargo.com/smallbusinessresources to replay the webinar
and access original content.

©2021 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved, Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. (0820)



All throughout the year, we celebrate Black Joy.

Its beauty. Its brilliance. Its variety. Its tenacity. Its resilience.
Its ability to thrive despite everything.

The power of Black Joy truly knows no bounds...
it’s A Joy Supreme.

Celebrate A Joy Supreme with us at aarp.org/blackcommunity
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Reynolds is a proud partner with the
National Newspaper Publishers
Association’s 2021 National Leadership
Awards Reception.

We embrace opportunities to collaborate
with a wide range of people from various
cultures, all with different perspectives,
backgrounds and points of view because
it encourages innovation, creativity and
different ways of thinking.

We are committed to having a diverse
workforce and inclusive culture. This is
integral to our Environmental, Social and
Governance efforts, which are essential to
delivering A Better Tomorrow™.




Driving innovation
through inclusion.

a wide range of unique perspectives is key

5. By listening, learning and showing up for
al Motors is committed to becoming the
usive company in the world.

ral Motors. All Rights Reserved.





